
Steps to Writing a Cause and Effect Mini Essay 

1.  Brainstorm and Organize using Bob.  Think about two causes are to this pandemic 

and two effects.   

2.  Research online about the causes and effects of this historical event.  Be sure to 

use legitimate, reliable resources. 

3.  Choose your focus.  If you have more information on causes, you’ll be writing your 

main body sentences /paragraphs on causes.  If you have more information on the 

effects of this virus, you’ll be writing your main body sentences / paragraph on effects.   

4.  Gather even more information by interviewing an adult preferably someone in your 

family.  Think of your 3 questions first, which could be really general such as, “What do 

you think are some of the causes of this pandemic?” or “Why do you think it is 

spreading like it is?”  or “What are some of the effects that you have seen of this 

pandemic?”  or “How has this pandemic affected you personally?”  or “What do you 

think about how everyone is handling this?”  or “Have you ever experienced anything 

like this?”  Open ended general questions are great because then people may talk 

more when you interview. Try NOT to ask questions that can be answered with “Yes” 

or “No,” or one word answers.  Your goal is to get information that you will be able to 

quote or paraphrase somewhere in your mini-essay.  Also, your interviewee may be 

able to point you in the right direction with what to search for more information online.  

5.  Once you have your online source(s) found and your interview done, you are ready 

to organize further.  You need to finish filling out Bob or making an outline. What will be 

the topics for your two main body paragraphs?  If you are focusing on causes, then 

there should be two main causes that you have information on, and if you’re focusing 

on effects, then there should be two main effects with information from your online 

sources and interview.  *Note:  Period 5/6 needs to have two online sources cited and 

4 full paragraphs total.  All other classes are required to have one online source and at 

least 10 sentences total.   

6.  Write your thesis statement so you are clear with where you are going.  An 

example: “There are several effects that have resulted from the recent COVID-19 

pandemic including:  then state the two effects you are writing about. 

7.  Next, write your body paragraphs/sentences, incorporating your online source(s), 

and at least one quote or paraphrase from your interview with your family member. 

8.  Now, think of the attention getter. Can you find a fascinating fact, startling statistic, 

interesting quote or intriguing question to use as your first sentence? 

9.  Next, think of a sentence to go in between your attention getter and your thesis 

statement.  This sentence is special because it should be just about the only place 

where you will mention the cause (if your focus is on effects in your essay) or the 



effects (if your essay is mainly about the causes). You have to write at least one 

sentence (but not too much more than that) about the “other side” so to speak here—

just so you mention it.  You do NOT want to go back and forth in your essay 

mentioning both causes and effects.  Do NOT mix them up.  Most of your paper needs 

to be about one or the other (causes OR effects).  Then the one that you’re NOT 

mainly writing about needs to go here in a sentence or two in your introduction. 

10.  Now, you should have everything written but your conclusion.  Here is where you 

restate your thesis in different words, making sure to list your two main topics (two 

main causes or two main effects).  You will also want to end with some advice, an 

opinion, a prediction or a kind of a “Call to Action.” What should people make sure they 

do?  Any one of those should work, as long as you end with something memorable, not 

boring, and don’t just drop off at the end. 

11.  Go back and sprinkle in at least 5 supercharged sentences.  Copy and paste and 

label them at the bottom. This requirement is a large chunk of your grade, so do not 

forget to do it.  Your choices for supercharged sentences can be found in your SCOPE 

packet.  Flip through and you’ll find it toward the end of the packet.  Choices include:  

If, then,  --ly,  3 verb, 2 adjective, semicolon, Infinitive, Gerund, Participial phrase, 

comma which, appositive, etc.  Make sure to label them and they all must be different 

for each of them to count.  Challenge yourself and try to do some combos!   

12.  Take a break.  You have worked hard so far!   Maybe you would like to spend a 

few hours doing something else, or just take the whole rest of the day off.  This is not 

due until Thursday evening, so you need to pace yourself so you don’t get stressed.   

13.  Double check your mini essay for spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors.   

14.  Make sure that you have in-text citations (last name).  Do NOT copy and paste the 

website anywhere. Look for the actual author or organization in charge of the website.  

I am requiring you to have the name of the author and/or organization EVEN IF YOU 

ARE JUST PARAPHRASING.   

15.  Submit on Edmodo where it says “submit assignment” to the right.  Copy and 

paste from Word or wherever you originally wrote your essay and put it into Edmodo.  

Please do NOT email your essay.    

Let me know if you are having massive trouble with this!  I can help you figure out if 

you are on the right track and would even be willing to look at a rough draft of your 

essay up until Thursday, the day it’s due.  On Thursday, I will be busy grading final 

drafts, so won’t have a lot of time to spend looking at rough drafts AND final drafts.  

You can still ask me specific questions, though!   Also please feel free to watch my 

video and look at the example essays that are links on my webpage.  Take some deep 

breaths.  This is only 10 sentences (1/2 and7/8 blocks) and 4 paragraphs (5/6 block). If 

you want to go above and beyond, you can go for 5 paragraphs.  Good luck!       Mrs. D 


